from the desk of... Stephen E. Randall
Author, Calvin Didn't Know
16807 Tappengate Lane
Houston, TX 77073
stepran@hotmail.com
713-828-9604

February, 2007

Dear School Official:

I would like to introduce you to a children’s book | recently published entitled Calvin Didn’t
Know.

Calvin Didn’'t Know addresses African-American History in a very engaging, non-combative, fun
manner. As the reader becomes more involved in the story, he discovers interesting facts about
day-to-day inventions of African-Americans. The book is designed as a reader for upper
elementary and middle school students and includes biographical material, a list of patent
information, and a short vocabulary section. Discussions with parents, students, and fellow
educators reveal that Calvin Didn’t Know addresses an arena where there is, unfortunately, a
dearth of material. Outside of simple biographies and biographical material, there is precious
little to be found.

| believe the story would be a perfect fit for upper elementary and middle school programs. The
design of the story is such that all youth will be enriched, however the information contained is
particularly appropriate for African-American youth. As these youth are exposed to more and
more achievements of those like themselves, their aspirations and consequently their
possibilities expand. It is only through this expansion that we can truly give our youth the
opportunities that they so richly deserve.

In addition, a comprehensive, research based, reading unit plan has been developed for the
book to allow for seamless incorporation in to the classroom. The following pages include an
overview of this unit plan as well as information regarding it's alignment to 5", 6", and 7" grade
District of Columbia Standards and Learning Activities, NCTE and IRA Reading Standards, and
common reading strategies.

Finally, an order form is included in this document wherein you can immediately order one or
more class sets for your institution. Each class set ordered prior to February 15, 2008 will
include a $40 discount and a copy of the unit plan (a $24.99 value).

If you have any questions or concerns, please don'’t hesitate to contact me at the above physical
address, e-mail address, or telephone number. Thank you for your time and consideration. |
look forward to hearing from you!!!

In the continued struggle for the salvation of our youth, | am ...

Stephen Randall






Unit Plan for
Calvin Didn’'t Know

by Stephen E. Randall

Overview:

The Story: The story of Calvin began as a story told to elermgréad secondary school
students at African-American History Month presentaithroughout the greater Atlanta, GA
area. Over a series of years, word of the story gnet it was requested at over 40 schools
during the 20 (school) day month of February 1990. At tima¢,tidiscussions turned towards
making the Calvin story into a book for wider distribution.

Although the book is designed as a reader for upper elememdmiddle school students, once
published, Calvin Didn’t Knowhas been read and enjoyed by individuals frdtngdade to
adulthood. The very engaging, non-combative, and funneraim which_Calvin Didn’t Know
addresses African-American History causes the readbedome involved in the story, as he
discovers interesting facts about day-to-day inventigynsersons of African descent.

Calvin Didn’'t Know ...

highlights 24 inventions or firsts by African-Americangheir
context of use
engages the reader in the story as he/she discoweranuke
interesting facts
includes:
a glossary for vocabulary development
biographies of several inventors highlighted in the story
a patent list identifying dates and patent registration
numbers for all inventions highlighted in the story

The Author: Stephen Randall has been an educator for over 15 yegradAate of Stanford
University in 1986, Stephen began his career as an operatmmsili@ant for the City of Atlanta,
GA. Not long after that, however, Stephen’s intereéatsed to education. He has taught,
tutored, and written curriculum at the upper elementangdi® and high school levels in
California, Georgia, and Texas where he currently resides



The Unit Plan: The accompanying unit plan incorporates The National Laygguats
Standards developed by the National Council for Teacheisngfish and the International
Reading Association. It includes a classroom implememntgtian as well as black line masters
for all activities. In addition, the following readingmprehension strategies are addressed by
unit:

1. vocabulary development
2. chronology / sequencing
3. mainidea

4. paraphrase / summarize
5. visual organizers

6. connections (text-self, text-text, text-world)
7. consistency

8. story elements

9. cause/ effect

10. analyzing text

11. inference

12. predicting

13. character analysis



Student Activity Masters
Table of Contents

B — L e Prediction v Aat Events
B — 2 Vocabulary Dey@inent
B — B Vocabulary Developnten
B — e Vocabulary Dey@inent
B — D Vocabulary Dey@inent
BL — B Main Idea & Suppartg Details
B — 7 Story Map

B — B Story Map — B

B — O Sequence — Images

BL — L0 Sequence — Quotations
BL — L Cause vs. Effect

B — L. Character Analydisrning Point)
BL — L Character Consisyen

BL — L Character Analysis

BL — LS Character Analysis

BL — 1B Character Analysis

BL — L7 Connections

BL — A8 Connections

BL — 20 Connections

BL — 20 . i Plot v Subplot —alges

BL — 2. Plot v Subplot — Quotatis
BL — 22 Plot v Subplot -eigtMap
B — 23 Writing — “Dear Diary”
BL — 24 .. Writing — “Dear Autfio

B — 25 e et e, Writing — “The NeRay”
BL — 26 i Writing — “Interview 1”
B — 27 Writing — “Intervie®v

BL — 28 .. Writing — “InterviedV

(Samples of Bold Print Masters included)



District of Columbia Standards and Learning Actividdgnment

5th Grade 6th Grade 7th Grade
LD - D1, Q3, Q4, 06; BR - F1; IT -
Unit Plan E4; LT -T3, M2 LD-D1;IT-E2;LT-T3, M3 LD - D1, O6; IT - E2, M2
BL-1 IT-E4 IT-E2;LT-F4
BL-2 LD-V8..11;IT - 34 LD - VT..10; IT - E2 LD -V7..10; ITE2
BL-3 LD-V8..11;IT - 34 LD - VT..10; IT - E2 LD -V7..10; ITE2
BL-4 LD-V8..11;IT - 34 LD - VT..10; IT - E2 LD -V7..10; ITE2
BL-5 LD-V8..11;IT - 34 LD - VT..10; IT - E2 LD -V7..10; ITE2
BL-6 IT-EL,LT-T3 IT-EL;LT-T3 IT-E1
BL-7 IT-EL,LT-T3,F5 IT-EL, LT -T3, F4, F5 LT -F5
BL-8 IT-EL1,LT-F5 IT-EL1;LT-F4,F5 LT -F5
BL-9 IT - E5 IT-E3 IT-E3
BL - 10 IT - E5 IT-E3 IT-E3
BL - 11 IT - E5 IT-E3;LT-F4 IT-E3
BL - 12 LT-T3,F5 IT-T3;,LT-F4 IT - A6; LT - F7
BL - 13 LT-F4 LT-T3,F4 LT - F6
BL - 14 LT-F4 IT - A6; LT - F6
BL - 15 LT-F4 IT - A6; LT - F6
BL - 16 LT-F4 IT - A6; LT - F6
BL - 17 LT-T3 LT -T3,F4 LT-T4
BL - 18 LT -S9 LT -C1 LT - S11
BL - 19 LT-T3 LT -T3,F4 IT-EL,LT-T4
BL - 20 LT -F4,F5 LT-F4 LT -F5
BL - 21 LT -F4,F5 LT-F4 LT -F5
BL - 22 LT -F4,F5 LT -F4,F5 LT -F5
IT-EL,LT-T3,F4,F5,S9;EL-1..7; IT-E1,LT-T3,F4,S9, TN11, W-| IT-EL; LT -F6, F7, S11; W - E2, RY;
BL — 23 W - E3, R6 E4, R5; EL1..EL6 EL1..ELS
IT-EL,LT-T3,F4,F5,EL-1..7; W IT-EL LT -T3, F4; W - E4, R5;
BL-24 -E3, R6 EL1..EL6 IT-E1, W-E2, R5; ELL..EL5
IT-EL A7, LT -T3,F4, F5; EL - IT-EL A5, LT -T3, F4; W - 11, E4, IT-EL LT -F5;W-E2, R5;
BL — 25 1.7, W-11, E3, R6 R5; EL1..EL6 EL1..ELS
LT-T3,F4,F5,EL-1..7;, W- 11, E3| IT-EL;LT-T3,F4, W-I1, E4, R5; IT-EL LT -F7; W-E2, R5;
BL — 26 R6 EL1..EL6 EL1..ELS
LT-T3,F4,F5,EL-1..7;,W- 11, E3| IT-EL;LT-T3,F4;, W-I1, E4, R5; IT-EL LT -F7; W-E2, R5;
BL — 27 R6 EL1..EL6 EL1..ELS

BL — 28

LT-T3,F4,F5 EL-1..7, W-11, E3

R6

IT - E1, A5; LT - T3, F4, S9, TN11,;
W -1, E4, R5; EL1..EL6

IT-EL LT -S11; W-E2, R5;
EL1..ELS




Content Coverage by Black Line Master
NCTE and IRA Reading Standards

NCTE Standards for the English Language Arts
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Content Coverage by Black Line Master

Reading Strategies

Reading Strategies

Vocabulary

Sequence

Main Idea

Summarizing

Visual
Organizers

Connections
Character
Consistency
Story Elements

Cause and

Effect

Analyzing Text

Inference

Predictions

Character

Analysis

BL-1

BL -2

BL -3

BL-4

BL-5

BL-6

BL-7

BL -8

BL-9

BL - 10

BL-11

BL-12

BL - 13

BL-14

BL - 15

BL - 16

BL -17

BL - 18

BL -19

BL - 20

BL -21

BL - 22

BL - 23

BL-24

BL - 25

BL - 26

BL - 27

BL - 28




Name:

Descent

Definition:

\

“You are now in the
United States of
America, and no person
of African descent has
ever stepped foot in the
country.”

Sentence:

Synonym: Antonym:

) ]

Calvin Didn't Know — Teacher Materials — © 2007

Reflection

As he opened his eyes

he saw his reflection in

the stainless steel of the
iron.

Synonym:

\

Date:

Definition:

Sentence:

Antonym:

) ]

Calvin Didn't Know — Teacher Materials — © 2007

Taunt

\ Definition:
The lock also,” the
" Sentence:
voice taunted .
Synonym: Antonym:

) )

Calvin Didn't Know — Teacher Materials — © 2007

Warily

\ Definition:
Confused, but noticing a
coffee shop at the golf |
club across the street, Sentence:
he warily stepped from
the curb.
Synonym: Antonym:

) ]

Calvin Didn't Know — Teacher Materials — © 2007

BL-3

Name:

Date:

Directions: Write the main idea of Calvin Didn’'t Know in the designated space.
Place one supporting detail in each connecting space.

Calvin Didn’t Know — Teacher Materials — © 2007

BL-6



Name:

Directions: Place the letters corresponding to the quotes below in the correct boxes to indicate the
sequence of events in Calvin Didn't Know.

/ “l'am going to grant '\
your wish. You are
now in the United
States of America,
and no person of
African descent has
ever stepped foot in

\ the country.” /

A

O

The last thing he
remembered was
sunlight reflecting from
the hood of the car ...
and then pain ... and

—

The car Calvin was

in had a stick shift.

This wasn't Calvin's

car. Calvin couldn’t
drive a stick!

-

B

O

“I give up,” an
exasperated Dr. Smith
finally conceded.
“Everybody out. This
guy’s on his own.”

(. \

“Get me five pints of
blood ... Stat!” Dr.
Smith ordered the

operating room
assistant.

-

C

Y

“See what you
caused?” the voice told
Calvin. “Not only did
you hurt yourself, but
you've harmed others

. \

“I'll see that they
are,” Calvin thought
seeing African
American people in
a brand new light,
“I'll make certain

\ that they are.” )

D

TR

“l am Dr. Carter G.
Franklin, named
coincidentally after the
founder of Black
History Week, Carter

then darkness. as well. G. Woodson.”
E F G H
Calvin Didn’t Know — Teacher Materials — © 2007
BL-10
Name: Date:

Directions: Shade in the correct arrow or arrows to connect the text below to the
plot, sub-plot or both in Calvin Didn't Know.

“Thank you for The last thing he
allowing me just a “Oh well, no remembered was

brief moment to - _ bother, | drink too - _ sunlight reflecting from
address you. | am i I much coffee ; . the hood of the car ...
Dr. Carter G. and then pain ... and
Franklin...” then darkness.

anyway.”

“I'll go and get him " " i Dr. Smith was
> oS ‘Oops!" he said to «
si'q?tﬂef;'&’ Nou —) (—y himself.tlamost N Ay ‘JV“JJ'S [;n \/(\J/:g
guys meet.me at forgot to sef out steal just s)al\ddles
B the lawn sprinkler. .
the elevator. and horseshoes,

“I granted your “...Now what can “What has
wish. You no we do -- a bicycle happened to m
longer have an —> (i rental shop, with —> < h pelal » cried g
ironing board or a no bicycle OSpI sﬁq‘frzle r.
couch bed ...” frames.” .

Calvin Didn’t Know — Teacher Materials — © 2007

BL-21



Name: Date:

|

Dear Diary,
This is Calvin. | just have to tell you about what happened to me...

Calvin Didn’t Know — Teacher Materials — © 2007

BL-23

Name: Date:

Write the transcript of an interview with Calvin. You must ask at least 5 questions and provide answers.
Your questions and responses should reflect knowledge of Calvin Didn't Know.

Calvin Didn't Know — Teacher Materials — © 2007

BL - 26a



Calvin Didn't Know Order Form

Please Rush ...

Copies of Calvin Didn’t Know @ 13.00 ea.

Copies of Calvin Didn't Know Teaching Materials
- 1 free copy with each 30 books ordered
- additional copies available @ $24.99 ea.

Shipping and Handling @ $20.00

Total Due:

Shipping Information

Contact Person:

Institution:

Mailing Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

Billing Information
(if different from shipping information)

Contact Person:

Institution:

Mailing Address:

Telephone:

Fax:

Send this form by mail ttephenRandall, 16807 Tappengate Lane, Houston, TX 77@#3%-mail pertinent
information tostepran@hotmail.comAn invoice will be included with shipment that will be péyaipon receipt.
If a check is included with the order, an invoice wilk@mpany the shipment for your records.




