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Descent

WarilyTaunt

Reflection

“You are now in the 
United States of 

America, and no person 
of African descent has 
ever stepped foot in the 

country.”

Confused, but noticing a 
coffee shop at the golf 
club across the street, 
he warily stepped from 

the curb.

The lock also,” the 
voice taunted.

As he opened his eyes 
he saw his reflection in 
the stainless steel of the 

iron.
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Directions: Write the main idea of Calvin Didn’t Know in the designated space. 
Place one supporting detail in each connecting space.

Main IdeaMain IdeaMain Idea

Supporting DetailSupporting DetailSupporting Detail

Supporting DetailSupporting DetailSupporting Detail

Supporting DetailSupporting DetailSupporting Detail

Supporting DetailSupporting DetailSupporting Detail
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Directions: Place the letters corresponding to the quotes below in the correct boxes to indicate the 
sequence of events in Calvin Didn’t Know.

C

G

A

E

D

HF

B

The car Calvin was 
in had a stick shift. 
This wasn’t Calvin’s 
car. Calvin couldn’t 

drive a stick!

“I’ll see that they 
are,” Calvin thought 

seeing African 
American people in 
a brand new light, 
“I’ll make certain 
that they are.”

“Get me five pints of 
blood … Stat!” Dr. 
Smith ordered the 

operating room 
assistant.

“See what you 
caused?” the voice told 

Calvin. “Not only did 
you hurt yourself, but 
you’ve harmed others 

as well.

“I give up,” an 
exasperated Dr. Smith 

finally conceded. 
“Everybody out. This

guy’s on his own.”

“I am Dr. Carter G. 
Franklin, named 

coincidentally after the 
founder of Black 

History Week, Carter 
G. Woodson.”

The last thing he 
remembered was 

sunlight reflecting from 
the hood of the car …
and then pain … and 

then darkness.

“I am going to grant 
your wish. You are
now in the United 

States of America, 
and no person of 

African descent has
ever stepped foot in 

the country.”
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Directions: Shade in the correct arrow or arrows  to connect the text below to the 
plot, sub-plot or both in  Calvin Didn’t Know.

“Thank you for 
allowing me just a 
brief moment to 

address you. I am 
Dr. Carter G. 
Franklin…”

“I’ll go and get him 
signed in,” Dr. 

Smith said. “You 
guys meet me at 

the elevator.”

“What has 
happened to my 

hospital,” cried Dr. 
Smith. 

“…Now what can 
we do -- a bicycle 
rental shop, with 

no bicycle 
frames.”

“I granted your 
wish. You no 

longer have an 
ironing board or a 

couch bed …”

"Oops!" he said to 
himself. "I almost 
forgot to set out 

the lawn sprinkler. 

Dr. Smith was 
puzzled. “Why 
would anyone 

steal just saddles 
and horseshoes,”

The last thing he 
remembered was 

sunlight reflecting from 
the hood of the car …
and then pain … and 

then darkness. 

“Oh well, no 
bother, I drink too 

much coffee 
anyway.”
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Dear Diary,

This is Calvin. I just have to tell you about what happened to me…
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Write the transcript of an interview with Calvin. You must ask at least 5 questions and provide answers. 
Your questions and responses should reflect knowledge of Calvin Didn’t Know.

QuestionQuestionQuestion
#1#1#1

ResponseResponseResponse
#2#2#2

ResponseResponseResponse
#1#1#1

QuestionQuestionQuestion
#2#2#2
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